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Dear All: '

On behalf of the San Benito County Board of Supervisors I'am requesting the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) to submit a formal request to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to reevaluate the Risk Analysis that was conducted in the Clear Creek
Management Area (CCMA) here in San Benito County.

The CCMA was permanently closed based on a study by the EPA, which concluded that
naturally occurring asbestos posed a public health risk in the CCMA. However,
subsequently, the Internatlonal ‘Environmental Research Foundatlon (IERF), at the behest
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that management and.operational strategles ‘could be employed to allow for off- hlghway-
vehicle (OHV) recreation in the- CCMA without exposing the public to higher than
acceptable levels of naturally occurring asbestos. In light of this report, which directly
contradicts the conclusions of the EPA studies, it would appear a reevaluation would be
in order. There needs to be a reconciliation of the EPA and IERF studies, especially when
there are conflicting scientific conclusions.

The CCMA was a critically important recreational area that brought hundreds of
thousands of dollars to the county which is suffering from an unemployment rate in
excess of 20%. The prudent use of the CCMA would greatly enhance the economy of San
Benito County while providing excellent recreational opportumtles for families in the
area and in the region.




The Board of Supervisors respectfully requests your sincere consideration of this request.

Sincersly,

//4& ”y % 5

Jaifne De La Cruz, Chair
San Benito Count Board of Supervisors

C: Congressman Sam Farr
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